
The Gospel of Matthew



INTRODUCTION – 4 THOUGHTS

• 1ST In Matthew’s genealogy there is a series 
of sevens (3 sets of 14 [2x7]).

• 2nd Matthew intentionally leaves the nation 
of Israel in Babylon (1:17) and Jesus is 
presented as the one who delivers them 
from bondage.

• 3rd The ministry of Jesus begins a Sabbatical 
Year and the Year of Jubilee.  See further 
Leviticus 25

• 4th Some would argue that Jesus begins 
Daniel’s 70th Week.  Dispensationalists would 
not.  See further Daniel 9:22-27
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• http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-

zAYXI1ksWg&list=UUpye4_AHQsz71V2F1

K_PP0g&index=8
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• 14 generations - Abraham to the 
reign of King David (Matthew 1:2-6).

• 14 generations - David's kingdom to 
the Babylonian captivity (Matthew 

1:6-11).

• 14 generations - Release from 
Babylonian captivity to Christ 

(Matthew 1:12-16).

Matthew’s Genealogy
“3 sets of 14”
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• The first group lists the patriarchs, 

• the second names the kings, and 

• the third contains private citizens. 

Matthew’s Genealogy
“3 sets of 14”
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Matthew’s Genealogy
“3 sets of 14”

• The total of 42 generations is achieved 

only by omitting several names, so the 

choice of three sets of fourteen seems 
deliberate. Fourteen is seven, 

symbolizing perfection and covenant, 

doubled, and is also the gematria of 
David. Numerous other explanations 

have been proposed as well. 
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• The genealogies, or in Hebrew the 

toledoth, in Old Testament Scripture 

serve as the unbroken physical link 
to the New Covenant in Jesus of 

Nazareth. They provide proof that 

the promise of mankind's future 

salvation made in Genesis 3:15 

through the "seed of the woman" is 
fulfilled in Jesus of Nazareth.

Matthew’s Genealogy
“3 sets of 14”
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N.T. Wright on Matthew’s 

Genealogy and Sabbath Rest
• “One of the few things that ancient pagans knew 

about the Jewish people was that, from the 
pagans’ point of view, they had a lazy day once a 
week. From the Jewish point of view, it wasn’t 
laziness; it was the chance to celebrate time in a 
different mode. The Sabbath was the day when 
human time and God’s time met, when the day-to-
day succession of tasks and sorrows was set aside 
and one entered a different sort of time, celebrating 
the original Sabbath and looking forward to the 
ultimate one.

• N.T. Wright, Simply Jesus A New Vision of Who He was, What He did, and Why He matters (Harper One, 
2011), 136.  http://payingattentiontothesky.com/2011/12/27/time-fulfilled-n-t-wright/
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N.T. Wright on Matthew’s 

Genealogy and Sabbath Rest
• This was the natural moment to celebrate, 
to worship, to pray, to study God’s law. The 
Sabbath was the moment during which one 
sensed the onward movement of history 
from its first foundations to its ultimate 
resolution. If the Temple was the space in 
which God’s sphere and the human sphere 
met, the Sabbath was the time when God’s 
time and human time coincided. Sabbath 
was to time what Temple was to space.

• N.T. Wright, Simply Jesus A New Vision of Who He was, What He did, and Why He matters (Harper One, 
2011), 136.  http://payingattentiontothesky.com/2011/12/27/time-fulfilled-n-t-wright/
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N.T. Wright on Matthew’s 

Genealogy and Sabbath Rest
• This sense of looking forward was 
heightened by the larger sabbatical 
scheme in which the seventh year was 
a year of agricultural rest and the 
seven-times-seventh year the year of 
jubilee, the time for slaves to be freed, 
for debts to be cancelled, for life to 
get back on track.

• N.T. Wright, Simply Jesus A New Vision of Who He was, What He did, and Why He matters
(Harper One, 2011), 136.  http://payingattentiontothesky.com/2011/12/27/time-fulfilled-n-
t-wright/
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N.T. Wright on Matthew’s 

Genealogy and Sabbath Rest
• As we have already seen in this book, 

the theme of jubilee ties in closely and 

naturally with the great all-
encompassing theme of the Exodus. 

The jubilee was, as it were, the once-in-

a-lifetime “exodus” that everyone 

could experience.
• N.T. Wright, Simply Jesus A New Vision of Who He was, What He did, and Why He matters (Harper One, 

2011), 136.  http://payingattentiontothesky.com/2011/12/27/time-fulfilled-n-t-wright/
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N.T. Wright on Matthew’s 

Genealogy and Sabbath Rest
• We don’t know whether or to what 
extent the jubilee as set forth in 
Leviticus 25 was actually practiced in 
Jesus’ day. But it remained in the 
scriptures as a reminder that God’s 
time was being marked out week by 
week, seven years by seven years, half 
century by half century.

• N.T. Wright, Simply Jesus A New Vision of Who He was, What He did, and Why He matters
(Harper One, 2011), 136.  http://payingattentiontothesky.com/2011/12/27/time-fulfilled-n-
t-wright/
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N.T. Wright on Matthew’s 

Genealogy and Sabbath Rest
• Matthew hints at all this in his own way, right at the 

start of his gospel, by arranging Jesus’ genealogy in 
three groups of fourteen generations (that is, six 
sevens), so that Jesus appears at the start of the 
Sabbath-of-Sabbaths moment. And, as we have 
seen, people in Jesus’ day were pondering, 
calculating, and longing for the greatest super-
jubilee of them all, the “seventy weeks” (that is, 
seventy times seven years) of Daniel 9:24. The great 
Sabbath was coming! Soon they would be free!

• N.T. Wright, Simply Jesus A New Vision of Who He was, What He did, and Why He matters (Harper One, 
2011), 136.  http://payingattentiontothesky.com/2011/12/27/time-fulfilled-n-t-wright/
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BABYLONIAN CAPTIVITY

•Babylonian Captivity (1:11, 12, 17)

– Disobedience = Captivity

•No mention of the return from Babylon 

(v. 17).  “It is as if they are still in Babylon.  

– Repentance = Release/Deliverance

•“The promised one has arrived who will 

free us from our captivity.”
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THINK BIG
•Every 7th day

–Sabbath Day

•Every 7th year

–Sabbath Year

•Every 49th year/ 50th year

–Sabbath Year/Year of Jubilee
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Sabbath  

Year 7

Sabbath 

Year 14

Sabbath 

Year 21

Sabbath 

Year 28

Sabbath 

Year 35

Sabbath 

Year 42

7th Sabbath Year 

Jubilee (year 49)

Sabbath Year

Year 7

Year

1

Year

2

Year

3

Year

4

Year

5

Year

6

• Every 50th year is the first year of the next cycle

• In Daniel’s prophecy 1 week = 1 Sabbath Year (7 years)

Week 1 

Year 7

Week 2 

Year 14

Week 3 

Year 21

Week 4 

Year 28

Week 5 

Year 35

Week 6 

Year 42

Week 7 

Year 49
Repeat

10 times

•70 “Daniel” weeks

•490 actual years

•10 Jubilee years

Day 

1
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2

Day 

3

Day 

4

Day 

5

Day 

6
Sabbath 

Day 7

27AD

Luke 4

463 

B.C.
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Matthew 1:1-25: In the year of Jubilee?
http://notley.net/matthew-1-2/

• In Matthew 1:1-17 the reckoning begins with 

Abraham, and the series of ancestors of 

Christ is divided into three great ages, each 

one embracing fourteen generations. In 

other words, the sacred history from 

Abraham up to the birth of Jesus is looked 

upon as the cycle of six weeks (3 x 14=6 x7) 

which will be completed by the seventh—

eschatological—Week ushered in by Jesus 

Christ.”
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Matthew 1:1-25: In the year of Jubilee?
http://notley.net/matthew-1-2/

• What we witness, therefore, in the 

genealogies of Matthew and Luke is neither 

haphazard nor accidental. They reflect 

diverging Jewish opinions about the time for 

the advent of the redeemer. The Evangelists 

intended for us to understand that the birth 

of Jesus inaugurated the era of 

redemption—expressed by way of a jubilee 

chronological framework.
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Matthew 1:1-25: In the year of Jubilee?
http://notley.net/matthew-1-2/

• While unnoticed by most modern readers, 
both Matthew and Luke have gone to great 
effort to underscore the importance of the 
very time in which Jesus was born. His birth is 
presented as the fulfillment of the hope for a 
jubilee redemption. Against this 
background Jesus’ first public words in 
Luke’s Gospel take on added poignancy as 
he read from Isaiah 61 in the synagogue of 
Nazareth: “…to proclaim the year of the 
Lord’s favor” (Luke 4:19; Isa 61:2). 
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•Daniel’s 70th Week
•Dynamic and Fluid
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CONCLUSION
• Israel was waiting for the seventh year.

• Jesus brings in the seventh seven.

• “Matthew was blowing the trumpet with 

these groupings of number.”

• In Matthew’s Gospel Jesus is the SABBATH 

REST.  He is the FULLEST AND FINAL EXODUS.

• The seventh seven; the year of Jubilee has 

arrived with the birth of Jesus Christ.  He is 

Daniel’s SUPER JUBILEE.
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